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been any official word on how 
many additional troops might 
be involved Very few 
countries have offered 
soldiers for the expansion. 
Germany's U.N. ambassador. 
Gunter Pleugcr. said his 
country will seek 

parliamentary approval for to 
deploy up to 450 German 
troops in the northern Afghan 
city of Kunduz The area is 
relatively peaceful compared 
with southern and eastern 
regions. where insurgents 
have targeted aid workers. 
Afghan officials and soldiers, 
and U.S. troops. 

Pleuger said two weeks ago 
the expanded force would 
deploy international troops to 
eight urban "islands." 
including Herat in the west. 
Kandahar in the south and 
Kunduz and Mazar-e-Sharif in 
the north 


Oct 13—MAZAR-E- defend ourselves when negotiations on Saturday 

SHARIF, Afghanistan (AP) attacked," Sabur told The extended the truce to Sari 
Hundreds of police Associated Press. He called Pul and other 
reinforcements poured into for an 
this northern Afghan city 


northern 

investigation. Afghan provinces, not just 
the region around Mazar-e- 
on Monday to help keep the Sabur said Dostum's men Sharif, home to about 1.5 
peace won in a shaky truce attacked late Sunday with million people 

between two feuding rockets and heavy machine 

warlords guns, but there was no But implementation of the 

About 300 police from the word of any casualties. A wider truce appeared to be 
capital, Kabul, took up spokesman for Dostum faltering with allegations of 
positions in Mazar-e-Sharif, disputed the account, but fighting in Sari Pul 
a token force but one that said it was possible that 

reinforces the government's some hostilities had broken Numerous other truces 
commitment to stopping the out. between the two forces, 

on-again off-again battles which have been feuding 

between warlords Atta "1 have no information of for two years, have fallen 
Mohammed and Abdul any fighting. If there is any apart and residents have 
Rashid Dostum, it is small," said Gen. Syad expressed fears that this 

Noorulla. one will too 

Several past agreements It was impossible to 

between the men - both independently verily either "Three hundred police is 
ostensibly loyal to the account. nothing against 10,000 

government of President militiamen What can they 

Hamid Karzai - have sDostum and Mohammed do against all these armed 
crumbled, and there were agreed to the truce last men?" said Hazizullah, a 
indications the most recent week after fierce fighting truck driver in Mazar-e- 
truce was under strain, which at one stage came as Sharif. Like many Afghans, 

close as 12 miles to Mazar- he uses only one name. 
Gen Abdul Sabur, a top e-Sharif. 

commander and spokesman The latest fighting was 

for Mohammed's side, said The United Nations said the believed to have been 
Dostum's men had attacked fighting, which started sparked by territorial 
Mohammed s fighters in Wednesday, left "high disputes. The warring 
the Kohistanat district of numbers of casualties." One factions are both members 
Sari Pul province, about of the two sides said the of the Northern Alliance, 
170 miles southwest of more than 60 died while the which helped U.S.-led 
Mazar-e-Sharif other said it was fewer, forces to topple the hardline 

"Certainly this could harm Taliban regime in late 

the peace, and we will A second round of peace 2001 


Oct 14—KABUL. Afghanistan interim administration and 
(AP) - The Afghan president I'm glad that the yoice of 
on Tuesday hailed a U.N. vote Afghans for better security 
allowing an international has been heard by the 
peacekeeping force to expand international community," 
bevond the capital, a crucial President Hamid Karzai said 
boost for Afghan efforts to Tuesday in a statement, 
rein in warlords and prepare 

for historic elections next Foreign Ministry spokesman 
vear. Omar Samad also welcomed 

The 15-member U.N Security the move, saying. "We have 
Council voted unanimously been asking for some sort of 
late Monday to allow the expansion of ISAF for a long 
5.500-strong force to fan out time and sec it as an important 
to key cities in some of step as we embark on a new 
Afghanistan s most lawless phase of the political process 
provinces. where feuding and accelerated activities in 
.warlords hold sway and the reconstruction field." 
Taliban rebels are engaging in 

an ever-fiercer insurgency. Afghanistan is moving toward 
The International Security its first national elections in 
Assistance Force is under years, with a vote scheduled 
NATO command. with for June. Officials 
Germany and Canada acknowledge that improving 
supplying the most troops, security nationwide is critical 

for the vote to succeed. 
"This is what the Afghan Still, the speed and scope of 
people have been asking for the ISAF expansion was 
since the beginning of the unclear, and there has not 


Mazar-c-Sharif has been the 
scene in recent day s of intense 
fighting between two rival 
warlords - both nominally 
loyal to the government - and 
residents say they desperately 
need international forces to 
restore order 

Provincial officials were 
quick to lobby for an ISAF 
presence m their own regions 


Abdul Hamid Balkhi. the 
intelligence chief in Kunduz. 
said the people of his area 
were "desperately waiting for 
this decision." 


Oct 13--KABUL (AFP) - Afghan upcoming elections next year may receive income from 

president Hamid Karzai has as a political party, membership contributions, 
approved a law on political Jamiat-e-Islami has deep donations by legal persons up 

parties which bars armed influence in the Afghan to two million Afghani (41,666 

groups and militant forces transitional administration, dollars) per year." 

from setting up a political The Afghan defense minister Mujahideen factions often use 

party. and most of other key forces for their private 

"The President approved the military and security actors interests, with a ftrefight the 

law on political parties are active members of major northern Afghan 

yesterday (Saturday) and it Jamiat-e-Islami. factions of Junbish and Jamiat 

will be made available to "The political system of the militia earlier this week 

public in one week," Afghan State of Afghanistan is based leaving 80 dead as two 

justice minister Abdul Rahim on the principles of military commanders used 

Karimi told reporters on democracy and pluralism of arms to settle old scores. 

Sunday, political parties," the new law 

"Political parties shall not says. However, under the new law 

have military organizations or Judges, prosecutors, leading political parties can be 

affiliations with armed force, cadres of the armed forces, disbanded if they use force, 

receive funds from foreign officers, non-commissioned 

sources, create a real danger officers, other military "The dissolution of a political 

to the rights and freedom of personnel, police officers, party shall not be ordered 

individuals or intentionally ancl personnel of national unless the party uses force, or 

disrupt public order and security, shall not be threatens with the use of 

security," indicates an article members of a political party force or uses force to 

of the new party law. during their tenure of office, overthrow the legal order of 

the law says, the country, or the party has 

"Political parties shall not Based on the party law, adult a military organization or 

pursue objectives that are Afghan citizens can freely affiliations with armed forces," 

opposed to the principles of establish a political party, Afghan information and 

the holy religion Islam, use irrespective of their ethnicity, culture minister Sayed 

force, or threaten with, or race, language, tribe, sex, Makhdoom Raheen who was 

propagate, the use of force, religion, education, also present at press 

incite to ethnic racial, occupation, lineage, assets conference told reporters, 

religious or sectional an d place of residence. 

violence," the text of the new "AN political parties shall be "The dissolution of the party 

law says, registered with the Ministry shall also be ordered if the 

of Justice and parties with party acts against the articles 

less than 700 members at the of the constitution or the 

time of registration will not parties law," Raheen added, 

be registered," said the 

justice minister. The Supreme Court shall, 

Karimi- said that political upon the request of the 

parties will not be allowed to Minister of Justice, dissolve a 

receive funds from abroad, political party according to the 

however, "political parties articles of this law. 


station when the bomb went 
off. 

"I was about to fill up my car 
with gas when I saw the 
American convoy passing. 
There was a Palestinian police 
car in front and then three big 
(US) cars When the third one 
passed, an explosion went 
off," he told the Associated 
Press. 


15 October—A United States of the US Central Intelligence "The first 

diplomatic convoy has been Agency are believed to have drove qt 

hit by a massive blast in the been in the convoy. Stopped fc 

Gaza Strip. Palestinian The explosion took place at explosion, 

witnesses have said 1000 (0800 GMT) about one 

US sources said at least three kilometre inside the Gaza 

Americans, believed to be Strip, near the Ercz Crossing, 

security guards, were killed as the convoy of US 

and one injured in the diplomatic vehicles was 

incident, which witnesses said passing. Mohammed Radwan, 

was caused by a roadside a Palestinian taxi driver, said 

bomb or landmine. Members he was at a nearby petrol 


"When I tried to approach 
them, they shouted at me to 
leave. I saw two people 


Two years after fall of the 
Taliban, armed militias and 
Mujahideen factions remain 
the main political actors in 
Afghanistan. 

Jamiat-e-Islami a powerful 
hardline Mujahideen faction is 
planning to contest the 



















































15 October—The United 
States has accused a 
Pakistan-based charity of 
providing support to 
Osama Bin Laden's al- 
Qaeda network. 

The US treasury 
department has 
frozen the assets of 
the al-Akhtar Trust 
after designating it a 
"terrorist support 
organization". 

Treasury Secretary 
John Snow said the 
action was aimed at 
blocking the funding 
of terrorist groups. 

"Shutting down this 
■ organisation will 
| cri pple yet another 


source of support for 
terrorists and possibly 
help undermine the 
financial backing of 
terrorists staging 
attacks against 

American troops and 
Iraqi civilians in Iraq," 
he said. 

Al-Akhtar now joins a 
list of 320 other 
groups and 

businesses which are 
accused of supporting 
terrorist 
organisations. 

Under the US action, 
no American national 
is allowed to engage 
in any transaction 
with the group. 


US banks will also be 
required to examine 
their records and 
freeze any assets 
held in the group's 
name. 

Al-Akhtar describes 
itself as a "non¬ 
profit, non¬ 

government 
organisation involved 
in humanitarian and 
relief projects in 
Pakistan and 

Afghanistan". 

But the US says the 
group secretly 

treated al-Qaeda 
members wounded 
in fighting in 
Afghanistan and 
Pakistan in 2001, 
after the Americans 
launched attacks 
against the Taleban 
regime. 

US treasury 

department officials 
say the charity has 
taken over many of 
the operations 

previously run by the 
al-Rashid Trust, 
which was put on the 


Oct 14--KABUL, Afghanistan 
(AP) - The al-Qaida terror 
network and Afghanistan's 
ousted Taliban regime are 
managing to find new sources 
of funding despite global 
economic sanctions, the head 
of a U.N. committee 
overseeing those sanctions 
said Tuesday. 

Increasingly, the Taliban have 
turned to drug revenues to 
pay for their insurgency 
against Afghanistan's U.S.- 
backed government, said 
chairman Heraldo Munoz, who 
is the Chilean ambassador to 
the United Nations. 
He was in Afghanistan to meet 
with President Hamid Karzai 
and other leading Afghan 
officials to discuss ways to 
improve intelligence gathering 
on individuals and companies 
linked to both the Taliban and 
al-Qaida. 

Afghanistan is the world's 
largest producer of poppy - 
the raw material used to make 
heroin. Before it fell, the 
Taliban enforced a ban on 
poppy cultivation, but business 
is booming in the power 
vacuum that has followed. 
Many feel local warlords loyal 
to the government are also 
profiting from the trade. 

"Many of these commanders 
of the Taliban are cashing 
drugs for weapons, so there is 
a strong suspicion of the link 
between drug trafficking and 
increased Taliban activity," 


Munoz said at a news 
conference. 

He said individuals in several 
Middle Eastern countries are 
also suspected of backing both 
the Taliban and al-Qaida, but 
did not elaborate. 

According to Munoz, the U.N. 
sanctions committee has 
already frozen more than $120 
million around the world from 
several hundred people and 
organizations identified as 
having ties to the two groups. 

Al-Qaida and the Taliban, 
however, are aggressively 
finding ways to work around 
them. 

"Transfers of money have 
become more sophisticated," he 
said. "Al-Qaida has started to 
adapt to our sanctions." 

Munoz said the global effort 
had changed al-Qaida's 
structure, with more power 
falling to individual terror cells. 

"It is less hierarchical and more 
horizontal," he said. "Their units 
have more autonomy to gain 
access to funding and 
weaponry. This makes 
detection more difficult." 

But, he warned: "As they 
change methods, we as a 
committee will also be looking 
at other distribution channels of 
money." 

Munoz said Karzai promised 
that the Afghan government 
would meet a requirement to 


submit a report on abQaida 
and Taliban activities - 
required from all 191 U.N. 
member states - by the end of 
the year. 

Munoz also expressed hope 
that Pakistan and Afghanistan 
would work together to fight 
the Taliban and al-Qaida, and 
said improved intelligence 
information from Afghan 
authorities will help the 
Pakistanis crack down on any 
Taliban and al-Qaida elements 
in their' territory. 

Afghan and Western officials 
say the two groups have little 
trouble hiding in the 
mountains that straddle 
Pakistan and Afghanistan, and 
that they sometimes receive 
safe haven from sympathetic 
Pakistani officials. The 
Pakistanis say they are doing 
all they can against the 
groups. 

The sanctions committee was 
established by the Security 
Council in 1999. 

The council shifted sanctions 
from the government of 
Afghanistan to terror leader 
Osama bin Laden, al-Qaida 
and remnants of the Taliban 
in January 2002, after a U.S.- 
led force ousted the Taliban. 
All nations are required to 
impose an arms embargo and 
a travel ban and freeze the 
assets of individuals and 
groups on a list compiled by 
the council committee 
monitoring sanctions. 
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15 October— US and Afghan 
government forces are said 
to have killed at least seven 
Taleban fighters in a raid in 
central Afghanistan A 
police spokesman said three 
Afghan soldiers also died 
and five were injured in the 
clashes. 

The fighting lasted for two 
days in the mountainous 
Chaar Cheno region of the 
central province of 

Uaizgan, once a Taleban 
stronghold It came as the 
UN Security Council 
adopted a resolution 

enabling international 
peacekeepers to operate 
beyond the Afghan capital 
Kabul The Afghan police 
spokesman, Haji 


Mohammed Akhtar, had 
said on Tuesday that the 
Afghan unit had been 
facing tough resistance by 
about 100 members of the 
Taleban It is not clear what 
happened to the remaining 
fighters although one report 
quoted an unnamed official 
as saying they had escaped 

"The Taleban forces 
overnight escaped because 
they could not resist the 
fighting and now American 
soldiers are conducting 
house-to-house searches to 
find out if any Taleban 
members are hidden among 
ordinary people," the 
official was quoted as 
saying by Reuters news 
agency. About 500 Afghan 


soldiers armed witn heavy 
machine-guns, assault rifles 
and rocket launchers took 
part in the raid 

Taleban remnants have 
intensified attacks on 
Afghan government troops 
aid workers and US-led 
coalition forces in recent 
months On Tuesday, the 
Security Council passed a 
resolution which allows the 
Nato-led peacekeeping 
force in Kabul to deploy in 
a number of provincial 
towns. The vote was 
warmly welcomed by the 
Afghan administration 
which has long demanded 
that the force's mandate be 
expanded German and 

Canadian troops make up 
the bulk of the force - 
which is separate from the 
US-led operation against 
Taleban remnants in 

southern and eastern 

Afghanistan. The BBC's 
Crispin Thorold in Kabul 
says the security situation 
in the provinces is 

impeding development 
projects At present many 
areas of the country are off- 
limits to aid agencies 
because of the threat of 
violence. 


Oct I3--KABUL. Afghanistan 
(Reuters) - About 300 Afghans 
protested in Kabul on Monday 
! against having been fired as 
part of reforms of the defense 
ministry. and accused top 
ministry officials of purging 
them on factional grounds. 
The protesters, who gathered 
outside President Hamid 
Karzai s palace, said they 
represented about 35.000 
defense ministry' officials 
dismissed this year after 
having served for up to two 
decades. 

Many said the dismissals 
targeted officials who were not 
members of the mujahideen 
(holy warrior) factions that 
helped U.S.-led troops topple 
the Taliban from power in 
' 2001 . 

They accused Defense 
Minister Mohammad Qasim 
Fahim. military chief of the 
anti-Taliban alliance, of a 


"purge" on factional grounds 
aimed at strengthening his 
power 

"Death to those who fired us!" 
said one former captain, while 
another shouted: "We want 
our jobs back! We want a 
living for ourselves and our 
families." 

The group vowed to continue 
the protests until it received 
assurances of new jobs. 
Besides trimming its bloated 
staff, the ministry has 
announced reforms to make it 
more ethnically 

representative, but analysts 
say power has remained 
firmly in the hands of Fahim s 
ethnic Tajik faction. 

Several key streets leading to 
the palace, where Karzai was 
chairing a cabinet meeting, 
were blocked by the 
demonstration 

Tribal and Frontier Affairs 


Minister 

Mohammad 

Arif 

Noorzai 

spoke 

to 

the 

protesters 

and 

said 

the 

government would try to find 

them new 

jobs. 

He 

also 


invited some in for talks with 
Karzai. 

Karzai aide Mohammad 
Yousuf Itibar rejected the 
suggestion that the dismissals 
had a factional basis 

Overhauling the security 
sector is a ■ tricky task for 
Karzai. who plans to launch 
an ambitious U.N-backed 
project to disarm 100:000 
factional fighters obstructing 
his efforts to expand central 
rule. 

The government this month 
admitted there were divisions 
in its ranks over Karzai s 
stipulation, since formalized 
in a law. that factional 
commanders could not run for 
office in elections due to be 
held next \ ear. 


UN Appeal for Afghan Disarmament 


pet 12—BBC - The Uhited 
Nations has urgc^l Afghan 
warlords to co-operate with an 
ambitious programme to 
tlisami militias. 

The Japanese-led programme, 
which has UN backing, aims 
to disarm some 100.000 
fighters within two years. 
Afghanistan's numerous 
private armies are now seen as 
the main obstacle to restoring 


order to the country. 

"The responsibility... rests 
with those who have the 
weapons, who control the 
armed formations." said UN 
spokesman Manoel de 

Almeida c Silva. 

He was speaking in Kabul a 
day after Afghan President 
Hamid Karzai approved the 
programme which is due to 
begin on 24 October in the 


northern province of Kunduz. 
bordering Tajikistan. 

Costing $200m. the 
programme aims to tackle the 
country's deeply ingrained 
gun culture Only last week, 
rival pro-government militias 
fought each other near Mazar- 
e-Sharif. 310 kilometres [190 
miles] north of Kabul, leaving 
up to 80 fighters dead or 
wounded 
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